
         

 

Halloween Newsletter 2025 

 
Welcome back after the summer holidays, we hope you and your families 
enjoyed them. We re-opened on Tuesday, 26th August 2025 
 
Junior Infants:  
We extend a very warm welcome to our new Junior Infants Isabella, Ruth and 
William. They have all settled in so well.  
 
Amber Flag: 
The 6th class are undertaking the Amber Flag with the whole school. They as a 
committee offer the students the opportunity to begin their well-being 
journey, where they learn the basics of positive mental health. They will be 
holding art competitions promoting positive mental health. The Kindness Café 
will be monthly and The Kindness Box will be brought around to the classes 
weekly. We will also have Mindfulness Monday and other activities throughout 
the year.  
 
Swimming: 
Swimming for classes 1st to 6th class pupils commenced on September 4th and 
ended on 16th October. They were held in Birr Leisure Centre.  
 
Shorelines: 
Thank you to Shorelines for organising a superb magician to come to the 
school. He spent the morning doing amazing tricks. 
 
County Photos: 
On the 5th of September County Photos came to the school to take the 
students class and individual photos.  
 
Rugby Blitz: 
3rd and 4th class pupils took part in the Tag Rugby Blitz in Portumna on the 26th 
September. They showed great teamwork and a great day was had by all. 
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Portumna Community School: 
6thclass had a visit and talk from our past students and Mr. 
Mullins of Portumna Community School, speaking about the 
school, subjects, extra-curricular activities and inviting students 
to their open night. 
 
Girls Camogie:  
The girls from 4th, 5th and 6th class travelled to Menlough for The Mini-Sevens 
Camogie Blitz on 19th September. The girls were superb and qualified for The 
Mini-Sevens County Final Blitz which was held on the 9th October in 
Kilconieron. The girls put in a tremendous effort on the day. Well done ladies 
and Ms. Treacy.   
 
Boys Hurling: 
The boys Mini-Sevens Hurling Blitz took place in Portumna on 26th September. 
The boys showed fantastic teamwork and really enjoyed the day.  
 
Gaelbhratach: 
5th class are running the Gaelbhratach programme in the school. This project 
promotes the Irish Language through continuous communication, creation and 
dispersion of resources. The 5th class committee’s aim is to promote Irish as a 
living language and they plan targets. At the end of 2 years, the school is 
awarded a Gaelbhratach flag.   
 
Maths Week: 
Maths week ran from 13th - 17th of October. We had maths trails and games. 
The Senior Room finished the week with a Maths Quiz 
 
First Holy Communion: 
2nd class will make their First Holy Communion on Saturday 9th of May in the 
church of The Ascension, Gortanumera.  
 
Confirmation: 
5th and 6th class will make their Confirmation on Friday 20th March in St. 
Bridget’s church Portumna. 
 
Bake Sale: 
Well done to the pupils in 6th class for holding and organising the Halloween 
Cake Sale. It was a great success. 



 
Design A Card: 
The children have designed their Christmas Cards. They have been 
sent to the company Design A Card to be printed. Once they are 
complete you can then place an order if you so wish. 
 

Team Hope:  
If you are taking part in the Team Hope Shoebox Appeal, could you please 
have the box returned to the school by Friday 7th November.  
 
Students of the Week for September / October: 
Congratulations and well done to all the children who got Student of the Week 
for September and October. They received a homework free pass, a prize out 
from the prize box and a certificate as their reward. 
 

Halloween Fancy Dress:                                    
The children dressed up and celebrated the Halloween season 
with fun and games all day.  
 

 
Facebook:  
Don’t forget to follow our page Gortanumera NS on Facebook for regular 
updates. 
 
Halloween Break: 

The school is closed from Friday 24th October to Friday 31st October for 
the Halloween break.  School re-opens on Monday, 3rd November.    
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